St Mark’s Parish Council
April 12, 2010
Meeting Minutes

Attendees:  Fr. Joe, Jeff Culbert, Sharon Donovan, Meg Marino, Mary Scarda, Kevin O’Shea, 

       Ed Parker and Dave Woeste
Opening prayer 
Father Joe handed out an article from the Knights of Columbus magazine, Columbia, concerning the Millennial Generation (age 18 to 29), their religious beliefs and the issues they present.
Father noted that he is developing a wish list for the parish and is in contact with a parishioner who is considering functioning as a PR person for the parish.

Ideas for potential implementation at St Marks originating from PAC member review of The Seven Simple steps program.

Mission Statement

· Post the parish mission statement in Gathering Space.

· Discuss parish mission statement at CEC classes and have children draw pictures of what it means to them or their pictorial vision of the mission statement

· Have parish mission statement printed on small cards and hand out at Mass during celebration of feast of St Mark

· Incorporate parish mission statement into the prayers of the faithful at weekend Masses.

Web site / internet
· Incorporate a “Family of the Week” piece into the web page.  This would include family picture with some background information on the family.
· Add testimonials from parishioners to the Web and/or include in parish bulletin

· Set-up St Marks on Facebook.  Father Joe has been investigating options for organizations on Facebook.  We need to confirm that we can control the content.  Father has seen Facebook pages from churches.

· Web site could be more interactive.

· Add links to other sites that would be of interest to different segments of the congregation, e.g., children, young adults, singles.  Would need to develop a list of links.

· Add a Google search to our web page

· Solicit pictures for the web site; maybe have one or more volunteers for parish photographer so we can include pictures across more activities.  Father is checking on changes to picture rotation scheme that maybe limiting the number shown.

· Add phone numbers and/or e mail addresses of Ministry Leaders to the Web page.
Fund raiser

· Cold Stone Creamery gave portion of sales to St Marks when parishioners brought in their bulletin.  It was felt that other companies, like Rita’s Ice, IHOP, Frank’s Pizza and Chili’s have similar programs.  Working with these companies could we have a specific period when parishioners would be asked to patronize one establishment in exchange for return of a portion of the proceeds?
Church 

· Set-up a guest registry book in the Gathering Space

· Place more chairs in the Gathering Space to invite people to congregate after Mass.  Permanent set-up not possible, due to multi-function nature of the gathering Space during the week, but maybe possible for Fellowship weekends.
· Add building floor plan or directional signs to various rooms.  Check with Buildings and Grounds.

· Put up a glass encased bulletin board to centralization informational material.

· Set-up a bell inside to be rung by parishioners who have experienced a miracle or have had their prayers answered.
· Set-up a prayer meditation area inside.  People are using Mary’s prayer area in front of the parish hall.

Church exterior

· Entry to church should be made warmer and more welcoming

· Add flower pots

· Add small flags with St Marks symbol

· Ask parishioners for their ideas

· Remove event signs from the entry doors.  Bulletin Board inside would be better.  Need control of signs that placed in church.

· Would like to add St Mark sign on RT 46 and Reservoir road, but cannot because of Mt Olive regulations.  Check on owner of land at corner of Reservoir and Mission roads to see if we can get permission to place a parish sign there.
Other
· Have reusable shopping bags with St Marks logo printed to hand out with Supermarket certificates.
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